
Digital tools for dynamic 
online classes



Introduction
For teachers, the pandemic has brought on an extreme scenario of reorientation and learning in the use of digital tools for

the development of teaching. In these circumstances, adapting to digital diversity, both of students and teachers, has

been a great challenge for training. This digital heterogeneity has led to the need to design specific teaching systems to

adapt to different family situations, different devices and different connectivity issues.

The following slides present a number of digital tools with the aim of stimulating online teaching (below each tool’s logo

you can find a link to its official website). The selection of these tools was made taking into account their level of accuracy

for teaching, especially in the new digital environment, and also their capacity to stimulate digital skills for employment.

At the end of the document, you will find a video guide on a useful tool for dynamic online classes called Flipgrid. The

video was recorded for the purposes of the DiTemp project by Prof. Javier Mendoza from the University of La Laguna.



Classroom management platform

https://new.edmodo.com/teachers/

Edmodo is a free Facebook-like learning management system that teachers can
use to manage online instruction. Having an Edmodo page allows you to give
immediate feedback to your students. It is a safe system; Edmodo groups can be
locked once all students have joined the group. Conversations between students
are public, but the teacher can send direct messages to students, which means
that you can give them feedback privately. Having a teacher account on Edmodo
allows you to connect with other educators from all over the world and share
your ideas.

To create a free Edmodo network account, go to https://new.edmodo.com/ and
click the “Teacher’s account” button in Sign Up section. After creating an
account, you can create a profile, add a picture, create courses, manage
notifications, and send group “add” codes so your students can join your course.



Video calling tool

https://meet.jit.si/

Jitsi Meet is a platform for video calling similar to Google Meet that allows screen
sharing, session recording, etc. You do not need any technical knowledge to use it,
there is no need to create an account. It is safe and lets you add a password when
creating a room. Jitsi Meet allows moderation and organization of word shifts and is
integrated with Google Calendar, Google docs, Google sheets and many other
Google tools.

Nevertheless, the Jitsi Meet platform fails to provide adequate security and privacy
for the meetings. The meetings are not fully encrypted, and hence it makes the data
shared available and accessible to the company owners. Moreover, the Jitsi Meet is
not suitable and does not support the large audience gathering, maximum
attendees can be up to 200. Finally, a maximum of 3 hours of the meeting can be
conducted on the application.



Presentation tools (1)

https://www.canva.com

Canva is a free programme for making presentations online. Its use includes five steps: 
1. Choose a presentation template or create one from scratch.
2. Personalize colours and fonts and add key information to your slides.
3. Add stickers, videos, images, and illustrations.
4. Share your presentation with your collaborators and edit in real-time.
5. Hit present or record and choose to present your slides your way.

Canva provides a great selection of templates, fonts and colours to select from. It has a
lot of resources for design (photos, clip art, backgrounds, etc.). Nevertheless, the free
version has a limited number of elements to use in design. The programme provides the
ability to download your design as a png, pdf, jpg, svg, even MP4 video or gif and to
share it with others.



Presentation tools (2)

https://www.apple.com/uk/keynote/

Keynote is a presentation software app developed as part of the iWork
productivity suite by Apple Inc., but anyone can collaborate — even on a PC.
Keynote allows users to create presentations that look sleek without a lot of
design capability. The slide navigator includes options for designing slides
with different layouts, animations, fonts and you can even bring in
presentations from other software.

However, Keynote is an Apple programme and therefore only available for
Apple Mac and iDevices only, there is no Windows version.



Presentation tools (3)
The main pros of the PearDeck Add-on include the following:
➢ free add-on to Google Presentations;
➢ no limit to the number of participants;
➢ multiple templates to make interactive slides;
➢ the templates are divided by the activities at the beginning, during and

after the session;
➢ allows to lock participants’ screens.

The add-on has its weaknesses:
➢ To create a deck takes a lot of time (about 1 hour).
➢ The whole class option often leads to students becoming bored and

unengaged (for example, some students take longer than others to answer
questions).

➢ Every student must have a Google account.
➢ Free version of PearDeck has a limited number of slides you can create.

https://www.peardeck.com/googleslides



Interaction tools (1)

https://www.mentimeter.com/

Mentimeter is a free interactive presentation software. It allows you to
engage and interact with your target audience in real-time. It is a
polling tool which allows you to set the questions and your target
audience can give their input using a mobile phone or any other device
connected to the Internet.

Mentimeter has its disadvantages. The free version is limited to two
questions, which can limit its interactivity. Additionally, there is no
import option, which means you will have to start from scratch.



Interaction tools (2)

https://www.mural.co/

Mural is a useful and dynamic virtual tool for collaborative brainstorming. Mural
is a kind of canvas where you can insert information such as text, images, videos,
links, documents, or even spreadsheets.

Mural lets you:
➢ collaborate on a visual brainstorming session;
➢ share ideas with colleagues regardless of physical location;
➢ create simple diagrams and mindmaps.

In general, users did not point out any disadvantages of this tool. Nevertheless,
according to some users, more customizable shapes and improved accuracy of
tablet drawing is needed.



Interaction tools (3)

https://padlet.com/about

Padlet is a free digital platform that allows you to create collaborative murals,
offering the possibility of building spaces where multimedia resources can be
presented, be it videos, audio, photos or documents. These resources are added as
sticky notes, as if they were "post-its". In the field of learning it is very valuable
since teachers and students can work at the same time, within the same
environment.

Padlet allows for synchronous or asynchronous collaboration. Learners can share
ideas, materials, audio and video. They can then comment on these.

The main disadvantage of using Padlet as a teaching tool is distraction. Some
students may only pay attention to what the students are saying and not focus on
the teacher. It's also hard to filter what the students are saying, so there may be
some inappropriate comments that can interfere with the learning experience.



Tools for evaluation (1)

https://kahoot.com/

Kahoot! is an online game-based learning platform that enables educators and
students to research, create, and share knowledge. It rewards those who progress in
the answers with a higher score and places them at the top of the ranking. It is a very
useful tool for teachers and students to learn and review concepts in an entertaining
way. The most common way is through multiple choice questions, although there is
also space for debates. The Kahoot! platform gives immediate feedback for both
mentors and students about learning achievement.

One of the significant disadvantages of Kahoot is that tracking the student's progress
level is a complex process. Because of multiple players connected to the same platform,
there should be a strong WiFi connection.



Tools for evaluation (2)

https://www.socrative.com/

Socrative is a tool similar to Kahoot!. It not only allows the teacher to build his or her
own quizzes, but also to import quizzes from the store or from other Socrative users.
There is a pre-made exit ticket that allows you to check for comprehension of material
and any outstanding questions. An Exit Ticket is a quick check exercise that takes place
in the last five minutes of your class. This tool lets teachers see the live progress of
their students' results.

The only real drawback of Socrative is that quizzes are not available outside the
classroom. Socrative works by having students enter their teacher's room code, which
links them to whatever quiz or activity the teacher is broadcasting.



Tools for evaluation (3)

https://quizizz.com/

Quizizz is another game-based learning platform. The main difference from others is that
Quizizz is student directed, it displays the information on the student's device, not on the
teacher's screen, so students can answer questions at their own pace, and review their
answers. There's no time-limit on learning. Students on Quizizz can take their time to
answer each question, even if the timer is active for the game.

Nonetheless, there is a limit in the types of questions you can ask. It is perfect for facts and
recall, but not conducive for more elaborate questioning. When working with technology
it is always important to consider the access that universities and individual students have
to computers, tablets, or phones.



Video edit

Flipgrid is a social learning platform that allows teachers and
students to interact using videos and develops students' ability
to express themselves.https://info.flipgrid.com/

Instructions: 

1. Register as a teacher. 

2. You create the question and record it on video, right there, on the platform. 

3. The system creates a link. Only people with the link can answer the question. 

4. Upon receiving the question, the option to record a video opens. 

5. The student records up to 90 seconds. 

6. The system notifies the teacher.



To open the video, please, click here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocG
NM6ldgOI

How to use Flipgrid: a video guide

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocGNM6ldgOI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocGNM6ldgOI


For any further information, please, contact us:

Prof. Francisco J. García Rodríguez, fgarciar@ull.edu.es

Prof. Carmen Inés Ruiz de la Rosa, ciruiz@ull.edu.es

Prof. Desiderio Gutiérrez Taño, dgtano@ull.edu.es
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